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Down Under Tour ’07

DAY 9 - Monday, July 9, 2007 


The overnight bus, from Brisbane to Sydney for the next phase of the tour ride, lasted 14 hours stopping 3 times during the night.  Some of the memorable moments included a scent from the back of the bus, food & beverage service on board and entertainment.
Entertainment started at the stroke of midnight, when the Moose travellers broke out into “Happy Birthday” for the youngest player on tour – Melanie Johnson, who was celebrating her 17th birthday.  Food service was catered by the coach as he made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the players as morning approached.  Beverage was water and pop that everyone bought for themselves.  As the bus pulled into Sydney in the morning, it was raining.  Everyone was feeling the fatigue from the long ride but seeing the bay in Sydney was quite the scene leaving everyone rejuvenated.
The bus finally stopped and everyone got off and took a breath of fresh coastal air.  They stood on the side of the road and looked at the waves of the ocean crash upon the sand.  The group collected their luggage and walked to the Hostel that would be home for the week in Manley.

At the hostel, the rooms were not ready and everyone feeling the bus lag dropped their gear off and went off on their own.  At eleven o’clock Kevin Huhn and David Clark conducted an interview with the local radio station CBC 94.2.  Their discussion was about how ice hockey is growing and exciting as a sport.  The radio show host asked about “dangling”, living in the great white north and pond hockey in Canada.
In the evening, there were 3 games – 2 for the men and 1 for the women.  Prior to the first game, they host organizers had both National anthems and the 2 teams exchanged gifts.  The women won their game 6 to 0 giving Katrina Stewart her first shutout of the tour.  The opposing team – Erina Cyclones, lent the women’s team 2 players to help with the short bench.  Even with the 2 players, Dallas Eschlboeck could not buy a goal.  She stood in front of the net and the slot.
In the men’s first game, the score was 9 to 3 in favour of the Moose.  The highlight of the game was the goal scored by Troy Harris as he went on a breakaway towards Moose goalie Tom McGhee and scored making it 6 to 1.  His action was not well received by fellow Moose however the host team’s organizers thought it was a funny thing and the goal of the game.  It was not long before the sour taste had left the Moose and everyone was feeling good about the night.  Matt Cuddahee was feeling the pressure as his linemates set him up numerous times for chances to score.
In the 2nd men’s game, the Moose won 13 to 0 which could have been more had it not been for the acrobatic efforts of the Cyclones goalie.  Before the game, the administration of the Cyclones said “to play us hard and don’t let up.”
At the end of the 3 games Erina hockey president presented three Moose players Lilaya Longhurst, Troy Harris and Matt Cuddahee with MVP awards (a bronze puck) for their efforts in the games they played.
After the games the group embarked on the bus and returned to the hostel in Manley.  On any other night arriving at the hostel meant it was time for bed but this night was pyjama party night for the guys and gals.  It was also a coach’s unwinding night.  What started out as just a one quick drink for the coaches, Stephen Annesley and Kevin Huhn, turned into rounds of drinks for a small group of 7 at the local pub.  The group slowly dissipated leaving Kevin to walk back to the hostel.  Upon arrival he found the PJ party and sat with some of the players for awhile.  The generous group that they were, they included the coach by sharing the refreshments (Jack Daniels and Ice Cream).  At 7:00A, after an all nighter, Mason Baptista and Kevin Huhn capped off the night with a pancake breakfast.
Highlights of the day…

The Moose men singing and swaying to the Canadian national anthem at the side of the rink.
Justin Rendell, the goalie from the Erina Cyclones looked like Johnny Bower, Jacques Plante and Dominique Hasek as he faced 50 shots by the Moose and turned away 37 shots.
Troy’s goal making the highlight reel.
