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Down Under Tour ’07

DAY 15 – Sunday, July 15, 2007 


The Canadian Moose enjoyed the last night out in Sydney as the 19th anniversary tour came to an end.  Some of the players stayed up all night to party it up and bid farewell to Sydney.
Chris Vodopia, Mason Baptista, Mike Kandrack and Josh Eschlboeck had the good fortune of experiencing coach, Kevin Huhn’s driving as he got to drive a manual car through the streets of Sydney with some of the participants from the on ice sessions.
At 5:30A the group loaded all the equipment on to the chartered bus for the last time.  Those that stayed, Andrew Melvin, Scott Annesley, Matt Cuddahee, Matt Stam, Hayley Hill and Katrina Stewart said their good byes before the bus left.  The travellers unloaded all the gear upon arrival at Sydney airport and checked in.  Tired and fatigued they all boarded the first flight home.  Jason Kaliczak and Jason went on to the domestic airport for their side trip to the Gold Coast.  Mitch Allen, Josh & Dallas Eschlboeck travelled separately from the group as they were going on to New Zealand for a side trip. Captain Keith Fowler went the other way around the world and should arrive sometime Monday evening.  Troy Harris and Mike Kandrack made arrangements for their stays with the AIHL teams.
The first leg of the trip ended in Auckland, New Zealand.  At that airport, the group sprawled out in a corner of the terminal as they waited to board the 2nd flight which would take them to San Francisco.  With very little sleep the travelling Moose were anxious for a nap on the Air New Zealand 12 hour flight.
Watching movies, eating and sleeping were the only activities on the trans pacific flight.  When the group landed in San Francisco, they had to claim their baggage and then recheck it.  They boarded the Air Canada flight to Toronto with the little energy they had left.  At Pearson airport, anxious to say there good byes, the group had one more obstacle to overcome… missing bags.  The hockey sticks and some clothing bags did not come off the plane at baggage claim. 
The resilience of these travellers was greater than any problems the airlines could throw at them.  The group finally got to say their good byes and everyone went their separate ways.

Highlights of the day…

Airport security being very secure… confiscating items from the Moose that could be a threat on the plane…  wine, tweezers and hand cream.

Playing cards in the airport terminal
Air Canada’s announcement on the plane about the successful 19th anniversary Canadian Moose tour.

