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Down Under Tour ’07

DAY 1 - Sunday, July 1, 2007 
The Moose are on the loose

Taking off in all directions did not stop the 19th annual Moose Migration to Australia by the World Travelling Canadian Moose Hockey Club.  The men’s team captain, Keith Fowler who arrived a day earlier and the team’s coach Kevin Huhn, who landed 2 hours prior to the team, awaited the arrival of the group.
Dr. Ashley Lye who has been the host, organizer and liaison with ice hockey in Australia for years, welcomed the arriving travellers with gift bags and a smiling group of billets.  One by one the players and family members walked out of the restricted area in the Brisbane International airport.
Keeping with tradition, the airlines managed to treat these men and women Moose travellers just like any other traveller - sending one bag to Honolulu Hawaii, losing another bag and tearing a few bags.  Air New Zealand the transpacific airline, let these folks experience the full service with movies and 2 meals.
Surrounded by palm trees the group gathered on the curb of the airport and loaded bags and people into cars.  There were only a couple of hours to game time which meant one thing - no time for rest.
The first game saw the women Moose play a Queensland ladies team at Boondall arena.  Although the team was low in numbers it was not short with energy, talent and a will to win.  Melanie Johnson lead all players scoring the first hat trick (3 goals) of the tour.  Hayley Hill, provided her support with a goal and 3 assists and Lindsay Clements added 1 to finish the game at 5 to 1 in favour of the Moose.  Women’s goaltender, Katrina Stewart was beaten only once and made key and timely saves to record the first win of the tour.
As a kind gesture of appreciation prior to the Men’s 1st game vs the Blue Tongues of the AIHL, the women and men teams lined up on each of the bluelines, listened to both Australian and Canadian national anthems and gave the host teams a Canadian pin.
After a small warm-up the Moose men were ready for their first game.  The first period had the Moose up 1 – 0 with a goal from Troy Harris.  Both teams elevated their offence in the second period with the Moose scoring 5 goals (2 from Jason Kaliczak and 1 from Mason Baptista, Mitch Allen & Keith Fowler) and the Blue Tongues scoring 2.  There was also a scuffle between the 2 teams which had Pat Sexton ejected from the game.  Shortly after, Troy Harris also left due to an injury to his knee.  The third period saw 4 more goals by the Moose (from Jon Amayauq Lindell, Mike Lycett, Paul Kosciuch, Mike Kandrack) and 2 more by the Blue Tongues.  The final score was 10 to 4 in favour of the Moose with goalie Gianni Carnevale playing the entire game.  To show their appreciation to the fans, the Blue Tongues showed us Canadians lined up for a wave of thanks along the boards.
Two down and one to go.  The 3rd and final game of this 1st day featured the remaining players and a few whop played back to back games.  Less Chris Vodopia whose bag was enjoying the beach in Hawaii and of course the Moose Guy who was feeling a little jet lagged.

Although the game was played without body checking the opposing team had the Moose on its heels in the first period.  After the first period the Moose were down one to nothing and it was not until the 6 minute mark of the second period before the Moose got on the score board.  The Moose were outshot 30 to 19 but with solid goaltending in the 2nd half of the game by Tom McGhee and a hat trick by Adam Brawley the team went on to win 7 to 3.  Goal scorers were Matt Stam, Mitch Allen, Jon Lindell and David Clark.
After the game the Moose were treated to a hot dinner put on by the group of volunteers in Brisbane.  Pasta, salad and pizza filled the exhausted bunch of Moose players before they left the Boondall rink for the evening.
For a first day, it was a unanimous decision this was a great start to the trip.
Highlights of the day…

Everyone arriving in Brisbane all together, after being scattered with various departure dates, times, connecting cities AND pulling off three wins!
A big Australian welcome by all billets and host Dr. Ashley Lye.
The goal of the day came from a passing play between Traci Bihun and Mel Johnson when Traci broke down the left side of the ice, creating a 2 on1 and then feathering a perfect pass across the ice to the foot of the crease where Melanie one timed her 3rd goal, over the sprawling goalie.

Jason George attempting a clearing over the boards, using his body and not the puck.
